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• Provide free activities with no economic barrier to participation
• Develop literacy skills and promote reading for pleasure and associated benefits (Clark & Rumbold, 2006):

o Reading attainment and writing ability
o Text comprehension and grammar
o Breadth of vocabulary
o Positive reading attitudes
o Improved attainment levels
o Greater self-confidence
o General knowledge
o A better understanding of other cultures
o Community participation
o A greater insight into human nature and decision-making

• Help tackle the ‘summer slide’ with reading and maintaining confidence in reading (UKLA)
• Identifies the library as a place to spend leisure time 
• Provide diversionary activities which reduce opportunities for engaging in anti-social behaviour
• Varying nature of activities introduces children to other potential interests and develops new skills
• Build relationship between library and parents whilst identifying the library as a safe space to spend leisure time
• Deliver fun, structured activity with an educational basis

Summer Reading Challenge: 









Edinburgh Libraries 2017 SRC:

A total of 4,593 children participated in the Summer Reading Challenge.
o 1 in 7 children living in Edinburgh started the challenge 
o 1 in 12 children living in Edinburgh completed the challenge

42% of participants were boys

10% were age 4 or under
44% age 5-7
42% age 8-11
4% age 12+ 

62% of participants completed the challenge (UK average 53%)
Completion rate for girls was 63%, for boys it was 59%

A total of 837 activities were used to promote participation and completion of the challenge with an average of 16 children and 
9 adults attending each event.



Citywide, girls on average were more likely 
to complete the challenge, however, in 
these areas boys who started were more 
likely to complete it.

These libraries held a total of 173 activities 
specifically introduced for the challenge 
with an average of 1 adult attending to 
every 7 children. (Citywide average 1 adult 
to every 3 children)

The NLT survey (2016) found that a child's socio-economic background was not 
linked to reading pleasure, as the Trust did not find any difference between children 
who received free school meals and those who did not.

In lower ranking SIMD areas of Edinburgh 1 in 8 children age 5-11 participated in 
the challenge, with 1 in 13 completing it.

July and August accounted for 19.3% of yearly issues for age 5-11 (All others 16.9%)



Schools:

Children from 85 different schools participated

Children in more rural areas where a library was available (i.e. Ratho, South Queensferry and 
Kirkliston) were more likely to participate and complete the challenge.

School proximity to a library was key in participation and completion.

12 Primary schools identified 
using Summer Reading and 
SIMD data for additional 
support via Bookbus:

Forthview
Craigroyston
Ferryhill
Hermitage Park
Brunstane
Stenhouse
Broomhouse
Sighthill
Gilmerton
Gracemount
St Davids
St Ninians




